9th Grade Poetry Part 1 Study Guide
Multiple Choice
Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
Recall and Interpret (I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud)
____
1.
The rhyme scheme of the first stanza of this poem is

	a.
	abcabc.
	c.
	ababcc.

	b.
	abbacc.
	d.
	abbacc.


____
2.
What is most likely to have inspired Wordsworth to write this poem?

	a.
	a love of learning
	c.
	the support of his friends

	b.
	his love of nature
	d.
	 disappointments in life


____
3.
Which word does Wordsworth use most often when describing action in the poem? 

	a.
	running.
	c.
	dancing.

	b.
	sleeping.
	d.
	falling.


____
4.
Whose perspective does the poem represent?

	a.
	the speaker’s
	c.
	the stars’

	b.
	the daffodils’
	d.
	the waves’


Vocabulary (I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud)
____
5.
A host of flowers is a 

	a.
	large group.
	b.
	small gathering. 
	c.
	leading variety. 


____
6.
To be in solitude is to be

	a.
	crowded. 
	b.
	alone. 
	c.
	united. 


Recall and Interpret (A Noiseless Patient Spider)
____
7.
This poem is written in free verse and, therefore, does not include

	a.
	any punctuation. 
	c.
	a clear rhyme scheme.

	b.
	upper-case letters.
	d.
	use of comparison.


____
8.
In this poem, the spider is being compared to 

	a.
	a bridge.
	c.
	the speaker’s house.

	b.
	the speaker’s soul.
	d.
	 gossamer.


Vocabulary (A Noiseless Patient Spider)
____
9.
To be isolated is to be 

	a.
	together.
	b.
	understood. 
	c.
	alone. 


____
10.
To be detached is to be 

	a.
	separated. 
	b.
	broken. 
	c.
	unsure. 


____
11.
To work ceaselessly is to 

	a.
	break often. 
	b.
	never stop. 
	c.
	be slow. 


Recall and Interpret (A Red, Red Rose)
____
12.
Which of the following best represents the meter of the first line of the poem?

	a.
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	d.
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____
13.
What is the subject of this poem? 

	a.
	The speaker’s love of nature. 
	c.
	The speaker’s desire to sail the seas. 

	b.
	The speaker’s love for another. 
	d.
	The speaker’s longing for home. 


____
14.
The repetition of which word adds to the rhythm of this poem?

	a.
	well
	c.
	bonny

	b.
	love
	d.
	seas


____
15.
To what do the “sands o’ life” refer? 

	a.
	the beach
	c.
	time 

	b.
	memories
	d.
	loved ones


____
16.
The rhyme scheme of the first stanza is 

	a.
	aabb.
	c.
	aabc.

	b.
	abca.
	d.
	abab.


Recall and Interpret (The Black Snake)
____
17.
In this poem, what event causes the speaker’s to think about death? 

	a.
	The snake bit the speaker. 
	c.
	The speaker saw the snake get killed. 

	b.
	The speaker killed the snake.
	d.
	The snake tried to attack the speaker.


____
18.
Which of the following is NOT a comparison the author makes with the snake? 

	a.
	a bicycle tire
	c.
	a dead brother 

	b.
	a braided whip
	d.
	a green leaf 


____
19.
An example of parallelism in this poem is

	a.
	“the truck could not swerve—

death, that is how it happens.”

	b.
	“reason burns a brighter fire, which the bones

have always preferred.”

	c.
	“I stop the car

and carry him into the bushes.”

	d.
	“It is the light at the center of every cell

It is what sent the snake coiling”


____
20.
The speaker thinks the snake’s life was 

	a.
	useless.
	c.
	lucky.

	b.
	happy.
	d.
	quiet .


Recall and Interpret (who are you,little i)
____
21.
What is unusual about the style of this poem? 

	a.
	It has no punctuation.
	c.
	It has no capital letters. 

	b.
	It does not rhyme. 
	d.
	It has no speaker. 


____
22.
Who is the “little i” in the poem?

	a.
	The speaker as a child. 
	c.
	The speaker as an adult. 

	b.
	The speaker’s own child. 
	d.
	The speaker’s childhood friend. 


____
23.
What type of punctuation is missing from the poem? 

	a.
	colons 
	c.
	commas 

	b.
	semi-colons 
	d.
	periods


Recall and Interpret (Defining the Grateful Gesture)
____
24.
What did the speaker’s mother want the children to be grateful for? 

	a.
	clothing
	c.
	housing

	b.
	food
	d.
	money


____
25.
At the end of the poem, the speaker felt 

	a.
	satisfied.
	c.
	guilty.

	b.
	frustrated.
	d.
	tired.


____
26.
How did the speaker’s mother view her children? 

	a.
	She worried that they were too hungry. 
	c.
	She appreciated their acts of thanks.

	b.
	She thought that they worked hard. 
	d.
	She believed that there were ungrateful. 


____
27.
The theme of the poem might be summarized as 

	a.
	hunger can be satisfied.

	b.
	look on the bright side of life. 

	c.
	treat others as you would have them treat you. 

	d.
	gratitude is important.


Vocabulary (Defining the Grateful Gesture)
____
28.
To be reverent is to be 

	a.
	studious. 
	b.
	respectful.
	c.
	silly. 


____
29.
An archetypal character is 

	a.
	an example. 
	b.
	a hero. 
	c.
	unknown. 


____
30.
A supplicant is usually 

	a.
	vain.
	b.
	humble.
	c.
	tired. 


Recall and Interpret (How Things Work)
____
31.
In this poem, the speaker is trying to explain

	a.
	technology.
	c.
	economics.

	b.
	writing.
	d.
	emotions. 


____
32.
Who is the speaker in this poem addressing? 

	a.
	his dog
	c.
	his daughter

	b.
	his wife
	d.
	his son


____
33.
The speaker uses a simile to compare the tip he left to 

	a.
	rain.
	c.
	roots.

	b.
	a filter.
	d.
	a child.


Vocabulary (How Things Work)
____
34.
Rosin can be used on some instruments such as 

	a.
	violins.
	b.
	trombones. 
	c.
	trumpets. 


____
35.
A belligerent person wants to 

	a.
	sleep. 
	b.
	love. 
	c.
	fight. 


Recall and Interpret (I’m Nobody! Who are You?)
____
36.
The speaker can best be described as 

	a.
	outgoing.
	c.
	talkative.

	b.
	private.
	d.
	depressed.


____
37.
What simile does the speaker use to explain what she does NOT want to be? 

	a.
	a bird
	c.
	a frog

	b.
	a plant
	d.
	an advertisement


Vocabulary (I’m Nobody! Who are You?)
____
38.
If a story is dreary, it is 

	a.
	dull. 
	b.
	fun. 
	c.
	spooky. 


____
39.
To work on something the livelong day is to work 

	a.
	in the morning. 
	b.
	half the day. 
	c.
	all day. 


____
40.
In a bog you would expect to find 

	a.
	snow.
	b.
	moss.
	c.
	cactus. 


Recall and Interpret (Remember)
____
41.
The colors in lines 12 and 13 represent colors of earth and 

	a.
	colors of the rainbow.
	c.
	colors of skin.

	b.
	colors in nature.
	d.
	colors of foods. 


____
42.
The major technique used to emphasize the theme of remembrance is

	a.
	alliteration.
	c.
	repetition.

	b.
	simile.
	d.
	enjambment.


Recall and Interpret (Sympathy)
____
43.
What does the speaker feel sympathy towards?

	a.
	the cage
	c.
	himself

	b.
	other people
	d.
	a bird


____
44.
Why does the bird “beat his wings”?

	a.
	It helps the bird sing better. 
	c.
	It is a form of exercise. 

	b.
	The bird is trying to escape. 
	d.
	It indicates the bird is hungry. 


____
45.
Why does “the caged bird sing”?

	a.
	The bird is happy. 
	c.
	The bird wants to be free. 

	b.
	The bird wants food. 
	d.
	The bird is calling to his mate. 


____
46.
How does the speaker know what the bird “feels,” why it “sings,” and why it “beats” its wings?

	a.
	The speaker is free.
	c.
	The speaker is oppressed.

	b.
	The speaker likes to sing.
	d.
	The speaker is concerned.


____
47.
What does the bird symbolize?

	a.
	a baseball team
	c.
	people who want to be free

	b.
	an angel
	d.
	all domesticated animals


Vocabulary (Sympathy)
____
48.
A chalice is use for 

	a.
	eating.
	b.
	cleaning. 
	c.
	drinking.. 


____
49.
A keen focus is 

	a.
	intense. 
	b.
	weak. 
	c.
	fuzzy. 


Recall and Interpret (The Road Not Taken and Get Fuzzy: Famous Cat Quotes)
____
50.
 “The Road Not Taken” is an example of

	a.
	a parody.
	c.
	a lyric poem.

	b.
	a haiku.
	d.
	sonnet.


____
51.
In “The Road Not Taken,” the phrase “yellow wood” indicates that the time of year is 

	a.
	spring.
	c.
	autumn.

	b.
	winter.
	d.
	summer.


____
52.
In “The Road Not Taken,” the phrase “both that morning equally lay” is an example of

	a.
	inversion. 
	c.
	alliteration.

	b.
	metaphor.
	d.
	hyperbole.


____
53.
In “The Road Not Taken,” the rhyme scheme for each individual stanza is

	a.
	abcab.
	c.
	abacb.

	b.
	abaab.
	d.
	aabbc.


Vocabulary (The Road Not Taken and Get Fuzzy: Famous Cat Quotes)
____
54.
If a path diverges, it 

	a.
	goes straight to a point. 

	b.
	goes in different directions. 

	c.
	disappears. 


Recall and Interpret (I Was a Skinny Tomboy Kid)
____
55.
What does the speaker mean by the term “tomboy?”

	a.
	a girl who acts like her mother 
	c.
	a girl who acts like a boy

	b.
	a boy who acts like his father
	d.
	a boy who acts like a girl


____
56.
What kind of writing does “I Was a Skinny Tomboy Kid” represent?

	a.
	prose
	c.
	haiku

	b.
	novel
	d.
	free verse


____
57.
Which visual image does the speaker repeat to make a point?

	a.
	army jacket
	c.
	clenched fists

	b.
	fishing tackle
	d.
	thin, stubborn weed


____
58.
Why does the speaker give the fish away?

	a.
	They were not edible.
	c.
	The people had no money. 

	b.
	She just liked catching them.
	d.
	Her mother told her to.


Recall and Interpret (The Secret)
____
59.
Where do the girls discover the secret?

	a.
	in a poem
	c.
	in a prayer book

	b.
	in the closet
	d.
	in a novel


____
60.
What rhetorical device is reflected in the following line, “I who don’t know the secret wrote the line”?

	a.
	repetition
	c.
	paradox

	b.
	parallelism 
	d.
	juxtaposition


____
61.
What is the paradox of the last stanza?

	a.
	The students are giving up their quest to find the secret, since it doesn’t exist.

	b.
	The speaker will write a new poem that contains the secret the students seek. 

	c.
	The students have discovered the secret that the speaker hid in the poem. 

	d.
	The speaker loves the girls for assuming that there is a secret, even though she doesn’t know if there is a secret. 


____
62.
What did the girls do with the secret?

	a.
	They told the speaker what it was. 
	c.
	They wrote it down to preserve it. 

	b.
	They forgot what it was. 
	d.
	They made sure it was correct.


____
63.
What writing style does “The Secret” represent?

	a.
	free verse
	c.
	haiku

	b.
	metaphor
	d.
	iambic pentameter


Recall and Interpret (The World Is Not a Pleasant Place to Be)
____
64.
What is the theme, or the main message, of “The World Is Not a Pleasant Place to Be”?

	a.
	The world is doomed to die. 
	c.
	Pollution is harming us all.

	b.
	Be true only to yourself.
	d.
	People need other people. 


____
65.
Which of the following lines does NOT contain an example of personification?

	a.
	“someone to hold and be held by”

	b.
	“a river would stop / its flow”

	c.
	“an ocean would never laugh”

	d.
	“if clouds weren’t there / to kiss her tears”


____
66.
What human action does the cloud take in this poem?

	a.
	laughing
	c.
	hugging 

	b.
	kissing
	d.
	holding


Recall and Interpret (“Hope” is the thing with feathers—)
____
67.
What metaphor does the speaker use to describe hope? 

	a.
	Hope is an opera singer.
	c.
	Hope is a sea.

	b.
	Hope is a continent. 
	d.
	Hope is a bird


____
68.
What happens to the bird in the storm?

	a.
	It dies. 
	c.
	It stops singing. 

	b.
	It changes its tune.
	d.
	It keeps singing. 


____
69.
According to the speaker, where does hope reside?

	a.
	in books
	c.
	in the soul

	b.
	in her mind
	d.
	in death


Vocabulary (“Hope” is the thing with feathers—)
____
70.
A gale is a type of 

	a.
	tree.
	b.
	wind. 
	c.
	bird. 


____
71.
To abash someone is to make them 

	a.
	alright. 
	b.
	afraid. 
	c.
	ashamed. 


Short Answer
Analyze and Evaluate (How Things Work)

72.
How does the speaker indicate that he is uncertain about what he is saying?
Analyze and Evaluate (I’m Nobody! Who are You?)

73.
What effect do the dashes create in the second line?

74.
Describe the visual image of the frog created by the speaker in the last stanza of the poem.
Analyze and Evaluate (Remember)

75.
What main message does the speaker want the listener to remember?

76.
What conclusions do you draw from the poem about the speaker’s beliefs regarding human beings and nature?
Analyze and Evaluate (Sympathy)

77.
How does the speaker use symbolism to create a visual image of oppression?

78.
The author of this poem was an African American man living in a time of segregation and legalized racism. Given that information, why do you think he felt sympathy for the caged bird?
Analyze and Evaluate (The Road Not Taken and Get Fuzzy: Famous Cat Quotes)

79.
Do you think the speakers in the poems regret their decisions? Explain.

80.
Do you think the author of “Get Fuzzy: Famous Cat Quotes” admires Frost’s work or is making fun of it? Explain.
Analyze and Evaluate (I was Skinny Tomboy Kid)

81.
How do lines 52-57 and 84-87 represent irony?

82.
How does the writer’s choice of words create sensory images? Cite examples to explain.
Analyze and Evaluate (The Secret)

83.
How does the use of free verse enhance the message of “The Secret”?

84.
Why do you think the speaker pointed out that she heard about the girls’ discovery through a third person?
Analyze and Evaluate (The World is Not a Pleasant Place to Be)

85.
How does the speaker emphasis her point in the first and last stanzas?

86.
In the poem, the writer chooses to personify similar elements. How does this add to the tone and theme of the poem?
Analyze and Evaluate (“Hope” is the thing with feathers—)

87.
What is the main idea that the speaker is trying to convey?

88.
What do you think the last two lines of the poem mean?

