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First Grade Curriculum Overview
2004-2005
Dear Parent,

     The Calhoun County School System and First Grade Teachers welcome you and your child to an exciting and productive year of learning.
     This First Grade overview outlines the basic skills that are required for a student to proceed to the next grade level.  It summarizes the minimum course content and skills for First Grade that are mandated by the Alabama Course of Study for each subject area.  However, other skills will be taught in first grade.

     Your child will receive a progress report at mid-point of each nine week grading period and a report card at the end of each nine week grading period.  Please sign and return these reports to the homeroom teacher as soon as possible.  Conferences will be held as needed.     
     It is our hope that this effort will strengthen our program by identifying our expectations and improving communication with you.  If you have any questions during the school year, please contact your child’s teacher.
PROMOTION STANDARDS
TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PROMOTION TO SECOND GRADE A STUDENT MUST HAVE:

1. 100% Successful completion of the Language Arts section of the checklist appearing on the report card, and

2. 100% Successful completion of the Mathematics section of the checklist appearing on the report card.

**Successful completion constitutes 80% mastery of each skill on the checklist

**Forty words per minute is considered mastery of oral reading fluency

Placement recommendations for students not meeting promotion guidelines may include the following: 

1. Repeat the first grade,
2. Other options as agreed upon by the school,
3. Refer to Building-Based Student Support Team 

-A school committee of no less than 5 (five) members composed of an administrator,

        teachers, and a counselor will determine placement.

Reading Curriculum

1st Grade 

2004-2005

*The charts below outline the order in which letter combinations, vowel sounds, and word families will be introduced.

                             1st Nine Weeks                                                                                                                     2nd Nine Weeks

	Month
	Phonics       Progression
	Word Families
	Sight Words
	
	Month
	Phonics       Progression
	Word Families
	Sight Words

	Aug.
	Review all sound/letter relationships
	1. -at, -am,-et, -ab

2. -ap, -ad, -op, -it

3. -ig, -an, -ug, -up, 
    -ut
	the     or

of       one

and     had

a         by

to       word

in        but

is        not

you    what

that    all

it        were

he       we

was    when

for      your

on       can

are      said

as       there

with   use

his      an

they   each

I        which

at       she

be       do

this    how

have   their

from   if
	
	Oct.
	Final e marker:

 a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e 


	2. -ime, -ine, - ope,  
    -oke

3. -ese, -une, -ute, 
     -use
	will      many 

out       other

about    up

then     them

these    so

some    her

would   make

like       him

into      time

has       look

two       more

write     go

see        way 

no         number

could     my

people   than

first      water

been     call

who     oil

now     find

long     down

day      did 

get       come

made   may

part     over



	Sept.


	Short vowel sounds


	1. -ot, -ox, -en, -in, 
    -all, -and

2. -on, -un, -ob, -ub


	
	
	Nov. 
	Final consonant clusters: ld, lf, sk, st, mp, nd, nt, nk
	1. -ent, -ess, - est, 
     -ack


	

	
	Digraphs: ch,sh,th,wh


	3. -ag, -og, -id, -ip


	
	
	
	Digraphs:

ck, dge
	2. -eck., -ead, -ick, 
     -ill


	

	
	Initial clusters:  pr, tr, dr, fr, str, gr, etc.

pl, bl, cl, fl

sm, sp, st
	4. -om, -um, -ed, 
     -eg
	
	
	
	
	3. -im, -ing, -ock, 
     -uck
	

	Oct.
	Long vowels
	1. -age, -ake, -ale, 
    -ile
	
	
	Dec.
	Long vowel digraphs:

  ee,ai,ay,oa,ea,ow,igh         
	1. -ee, -eet, -ea, -eat

2. -ail, -ain, -ow, -oat

3. -igh, -ight, -oad

 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


                            3rd Nine Weeks                                                                                                 4th Nine Weeks

	Month
	Phonics Progression
	Word 

Families
	Sight Words
	
	Month
	Phonics Progression
	Word 

Families
	Sight Words

	Jan.
	Other vowels:

Ou, ow, oi, oy, au, aw, oo (as in book and tool)
	1. -out, -oud, -ow, -oil

2. -aw, -ool, -ook, -oy

3. -ame, -ape, -ate
	new     sound

take     only

little     work

know   place

year     live

me       back

give     most

very     after

thing    our

just      name

good    sentence

man     think

say      great

where  help

much   through

before  line

right     too

mean    old

any       same

tell        boy

follow   came

want      show

also       around

form      three

small     set
	
	Mar.
	Consonants: ti(sh), ssi(sh), t,ti(ch)
	1. -amp, -ang, -ank,

    -ell, -end 


	put        end

does      another

well       large

must      big

even       such

because  turn

here        why

ask         went

men        read

need       land

home      different

us           move

try          kind

hand      picture

again      change

off          play

spell       air

away       animal

house      point

page       letter

mother    answer

found      study

still         learn 

should    world

high        America

	Feb.
	R vowels: 

ar, er, ir, ur, or, are, air, ear, eer
	1. -ar, -er, -ir, -or, -ur

2. -are, -air, -ear, -eer

3. -eak, -eal, -each
	
	
	Apr.
	Consonant digraphs:

ch(k), ch(sh), gh(g), kn(n), wr(r)
	1. -ump, -unk, -us, -ust

2. -ave, -eam, -ean

3. -ind, -old
	

	Mar.
	Consonants:

ti(sh)=action

ssi(sh)=

mission

t, ti (ch) = future, question
	1. -eed, -eel, -eep

2. -ice, -ide, -ink


	
	
	May
	Vowels:

y(e,i), a(o), e(i), o(aw), al(aw), ew(u)
	1. -ose,-oe,  -ote, -ole 

2. -ite, -ive, -ie, -use
	


*The skills listed below are those that have been identified as the minimum critical skills necessary for a student to be    

   successful in first grade and should not be interpreted to be the only skills taught. The skills introduced will increase in   

   difficulty as the year progresses.

Language Arts

Demonstrate Phonemic Awareness – isolate, delete, and add sounds; identify initial, medial, and final sounds in one syllable words

Decode Words – identify upper and lower case letters, utilize letter-sound relationships, blend three and four sounds into one word, segment words into phonemes

Comprehend Material Read, Heard, or Viewed – retell story with beginning, setting, characters, logical sequence, and ending; predict outcomes; respond to questions about story; distinguish differences in reality and fantasy

High Frequency Words – recognize 1st grade words in and out of context

Vocabulary – sort words into categories (synonyms, antonyms, etc.), derive meaning from context, use new words from reading in writing and speaking, know and use vocabulary from math, science, social studies, and reading

Writing Process – spell sight words correctly, begin using conventional mechanics, use nouns and verbs properly, express thoughts in writing, and use technology for expression

Handwriting – write using legible manuscript

Speaking and Listening – listen attentively, contribute to discussions, speak in complete sentences, respond appropriately to material read, heard, or viewed, share experiences, retell stories

Using Information – apply study strategies, use various information sources, use technology for expression, and exhibit self-expression in a variety of forms

Read Orally with Accuracy – read narrative and informational texts, make self-corrections, use a variety of strategies while reading

Oral Reading Fluency Rate – goal is to read and understand 20 words per minute by December and 40 words per minute by May

The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS) is the state-mandated assessment that will be used to monitor your child’s progress in mastering important reading skills. This test measures each student’s ability to recognize letters, say sounds letters make, isolate letter sounds within words, read fluently, demonstrate comprehension of material read, and understand the meaning of vocabulary words.
Math

Demonstrate Number Sense to 100 – count backward and forward by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s, count from initial number other than one, use multiple representations for a number, identify place value, understand that spatial arrangement does not change quantity, demonstrate knowledge of money value to $1.00

Understand Addition and Subtraction – tell number stories, compare sets of objects, use +/- signs correctly, identify sums to ten, and differences of ten or less, use identity and commutative property of addition, demonstrate relationships between operations (fact families)

Shapes – identify circle, square, rectangle, triangle, cube, prism, cone, sphere, and cylinder; describe similarities/differences in shapes; change position of shapes by moving; divide objects into equal parts; identify parts of a whole

Patterns – create, duplicate, and extend

Interpret Graphs – use terms more, less, same, most, least; organize objects or information into pictographs, tally charts, bar graphs, double-loop Venn Diagrams

Measurement – compare length, weight, capacity; identify time using analog and digital clocks;, locate days, dates, and months on a calendar; use correct vocabulary 

Social Studies/Science/Health

*The skills below are on-going throughout the year:
· Map and Globe Skills








· Community Helpers/Leaders

· Transportation

· Holidays, Customs, Celebrations

· Community/School/Family

· Cultural Diversity

· Historical Figures

· Develop Awareness of Self/Family/Government

· Develop Awareness of the Role of Money in Everyday Life

· Describe Alabama’s Resources

· Extend Initial Ability to Display Information in Graphic Form, Locate New Information, and Express Understanding in Various  

        Classroom Projects

*The skills below will be introduced in each of the following Nine Week Grading Periods:

1st Nine Weeks:

· Describe Characteristics of Objects Including the States of Matter

· Weather

· Demonstrate Proper Personal Health Practices, Goals, and Choices

· Demonstrate Personal Safety Practices and How They Can Be Used to Prevent Injuries

2nd Nine Weeks:

· Describe Characteristics of Sound

· Describe the Effect of Forces on Objects

· Demonstrate Proper Personal Health Practices

3rd Nine Weeks:

· Recognize Uses of Electricity in Everyday Life

· Describe and Classify Plants and Animals According to Their Characteristics

· Earth/Space

4th Nine Weeks:

· Demonstrate Activities That Keep the Environment Clean

· Describe the Need to Protect the Earth’s Resources

Character Education

August – School Pride, Punctuality, Honesty

September – Patriotism, Courage, Loyalty, Compassion

October – Sportsmanship, Perseverance, Courtesy

November – Kindness, Generosity, Patience, Self-Control, Cleanliness

December – Cooperation, Self-Respect

January – Punctuality, Diligence, Respect for Environment, Tolerance, Respect for Others

February – Self-Control, Diligence, Courtesy

March – Fairness, Creativity, Honesty, Citizenship

April – Respect for Others, Fairness, Creativity, Diligence

May – Perseverance, Self-Control, Respect for Environment, Sportsmanship

Visit www.alsde.edu for a detailed listing of the Alabama Course of Study objectives for the first grade.

*It is the policy of the Calhoun County Board of Education that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, disability, sex, religion, creed, national origin or age, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program, activity or employment.

